LAND AND FARMS

DON’T BE AN

OSTRICH

54

In a world where much is unknown, here’s one
thing we do know: Farms will see a huge drop in
direct subsidy payments over the next nine years.
A 200ha (500 acre) farm received a BPS payment
of £45,700 in 2018; dependent upon fluctuations in
the exchange rate, this will be similar in 2019 and
2020. 2021 will see a reduction of just over £3,000,
followed by aggressive annual reductions with
payments tailing off to £0 in 2028. Tempting as it is
to put one’s head in the sand and hope that it’s never
going to happen, I would suggest that this probably
isn’t the best course of action, it certainly didn’t serve
David Cameron very well!
If ELMS (Environmental Land Management
Schemes) is to be the replacement for BPS and the
first opportunity to derive funding from this scheme
will be 2025, a 200ha farm will, based on the
estimation above, have already seen a cumulative
reduction in subsidy income of more than £76k
between 2020 and 2025. The question is: Can you
wait for as long as that to see what ELMS looks like?
How might you address this soon-to-be gaping
hole in the farm accounts? Some will, of course,
choose to fill the time by burying their head in the
sand. A more productive approach – and one many
are now taking – is to consider the options that are
currently available.
The Countryside Stewardship Scheme (CSS) has
rightfully, in many instances, had its share of bad press
and this has inevitably put people off considering it, but
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